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Exploring The 
Journey Of A 
Racer And His Car

August 6th - September 6th 2020
SJSU’s Natalie & James 
Thompson Gallery & Art Quad
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The Man Hailed As Drift King
Meet Keiichi Tsuchiya, a Japanese professional race
car driver. In professional racing, he is a two-time 24 
Hours of Le Mans class winner and the 2001 All Japan 
GT Championship runner-up. While some might know 
him for his professional career, others idolizes him due 
to his involvement in street racing. Before going pro, 
Tsuchiya has already made a name for himself as street 
racer, shocking the underground world with his skills in 

“Pluspy.” Tsuchiya now has been brought to fame by his 
eccentric use of drifting in non-drifting racing events. 
Tsuchiya was unanimously given the title of Drift King 
(ドリキン, Dorikin) not only for his role in popularizing 
drifting as a motorsport, but also for his skills with a car.

The car he drives, a Toyota AE86 Sprinter Trueno, has 
become one of the most popular sports cars; the car is 
also known as "Hachi-Roku" in Japan (Hachi-roku meaning 

"Eight Six"); his car is also called "The Little Hachi that could." 
A 2-part video known as 'The Toge' produced by Pluspy 
documents Tsuchiya's touge driving with his AE86.
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Trueno Black – 565 pt

The 
Plan

Coordinating Visit
The exhibiton will be located at SJSU’s Art Quad and the 
Natalie & James Thompson Gallery. The exhibition will 
take place on August 6th, 2022 as a representation of 
the year of the Tsuchiya’s car model. The exhibition can 
also make its debut at night to stay on theme with the topic 
as most street races are done during the nighttime. The 
event will target car enthusiasts and is expected to attract 
a large amount of of visitors due to the large population 
of car enthusiasts and popular car culture in the Bay Area.

The Viewing Experience
The exhibition will have the visitors start from the quad 
area, walking by the many structures that mimics the 
light trails left by Tsuchiya’s tail lights, representing his 
flashiness and his time spent honning his skills.

As the visitors enter the hallway area, they will be 
introduced to who Tsuchiya is and his infamous personal 
vehicle, the Toyota Trueno AE 86. As the visitors moves 
along the hallway,  they will catch a glimpse of Tsuchiya’s 
homemade racing film “Pluspy” in 1987, which shows him 
demonstrating his driving skills on a mountain pass with 
his AE86. Along with that, the visitors will also have the 
chance to see the mountain pass Tsuchiya used to 
practice his incredible driving skills. 

As the visitors arrive at the gallery space, they will see a 
breakdown and specifications of Tsuchiya’s Toyota AE86 
and also see a glimpse of how the car inspired became 
an iconic vehicle in today’s car and pop culture. 

Activities
At the quad area, the visitor can interact with LED 
panels that will mimic the movement of a moving tail 
light. The exhibition hall will have a LED desiplay that 
showcases Tsuchiya’s film, “Pluspy,” along with a display 
of the mountain pass road that Tsuchiya practiced on. 
The gallery room will have an area where the visitors 
can interact with a display of the insides of the AE86.
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Adrenaline-Pumping Visuals

The main visual style of the exhibit will focus on bold 
black and white contrast from the colors of the car with 
the addition of red and yellow accents from the head and 
tail lights. The exhibition will have many lights structures 
that act similarly to a car’s tail lights, zooming past visitors 
to create a sense of speed and mimics the movement of 
a drifting car. The exhibition will also focus on tire marks 
visuals to represent the amount of time the king spent on 
honning his driving abilities. 

The 
Style
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The Building Blocks
The exhibition will feature flexible LED screens along with 
structures that uses the textures of a car’s headlights and 
taillights. Along with those features, most of the displays 
will be made out of red translucent acrylic panels. Most of 
the wall and floor coverings will have similar textures to 
an asphalt road to represent Tsuchiya’s time on the road.

Headlights

Tailights

Asphalt

Red Translucent Acrylic

Flexible 
LED Panels Parts &

Materials
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The Palette
The Palette
The palette for the exhibition takes inspiration from 
parts of the AE86 specifically its tailight. Similar to the 
exhibition’s forms, the color red will mimic the residual 
redness of the tailight when drifting at night. The redness 
also helps to convey a sense of speed and excitement 
that comes along with racing. The other colors, like yellow 
will act as accents which will help to make the red stand 
out more in the exhibition.

CMYK: 13, 100, 89, 3
RGB: 175, 37, 52
Pantone 2035 C

CMYK: 1, 14, 100, 0
RGB: 242, 211, 50
Pantone Medium Yellow C

CMYK: 75, 68, 67, 90
RGB: 0, 0, 0
Pantone Black 6 C

CMYK: 0, 0, 0
RGB: 225, 225, 225
Pantone 11-0601 TCX

Paint Coats

Taillight RedBeam YellowRubber Black
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Trueno 
Black  

Roboto 

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Typefaces
The typography for the exhibit builds on the color palette 
by mixing bold and legible typefaces to create a feeling of 
speed and action that comes along with racing.

The main typeface, Trueno was chosen for its unabashed 
boldness similar to Tsuchiya’s flashy performative racing 
style. Coincidentally, the name of the font is also a part of 
the AE86 full model name (Toyota AE86 Sprinter Trueno).

Roboto, on the other hand, was chosen based on its 
simplicity and legibility. While the main typeface draws 
in attention, Roboto offers a more delicate and softer 
look, providing a break from the flashy visuals.

Caption Typeface

Main Display Typeface

Typefaces

Typography
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“Pluspy”
Trueno Black – 139  pt

Trueno Black – 565 pt

The Collection
Display Type Sizing 10



“Pluspy”
The Collection

Caption Type Sizing

Roboto Light – 72 pt Total distance: 7500M
Home course of the Drift King
The Usui pass (碓氷峠, Usui-tōge) is a 
mountain pass that lies between Nagano and 
Gunma prefecture in Japan. It has served as 
one of the major transportation routes in 
central Japan since at least the eighth century.
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“Pl
Roboto Light – 72 pt

Trueno Black – 565 pt

Text Samples
True-to-size text samples that displays the title and 
caption of the displays from the exhibit.

Large scale physical typography for text and displays 
within the exhibit will mostle be at 129pt to 565 pt.

Any small scale typography should stay at  72 pt.

Pluspy is a series of low budget 1987 films that 
many credit with launching the popular drifting 
scene in Japan, from there it caught on in the 
USA and further.

The video stars Keiichi Tsuchiya who showed 
his phenomenonal driving skilles at tackling 
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Pluspy is a series of low budget 1987 films that 
many credit with launching the popular drifting 
scene in Japan, from there it caught on in the 
USA and further.

The video stars Keiichi Tsuchiya who showed 
his phenomenonal driving skilles at tackling 

 Stage
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Exploring Potentials
Early freehand sketches were done to explore the 
different possibilities for the exhibition’s graphics 
and visuals direction. 
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“Pluspy”
Exploring Potentials Pt. 2
 
Early freehand sketches were done to explore the 
different possibilities for the exhibition’s space and 
structural designs.
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“Pluspy”

3D Model

16Visualizing the Schematics
 
Early 3D models were built to visualize the sketches and 
explore more possibilities in a three-dimensional plane.



Pluspy is a series of low budget 1987 films that 
many credit with launching the popular drifting 
scene in Japan, from there it caught on in the 
USA and further.

The video stars Keiichi Tsuchiya who showed 
his phenomenonal driving skilles at tackling 3D Model 17



Pluspy is a series of low budget 1987 films that 
many credit with launching the popular drifting 
scene in Japan, from there it caught on in the 
USA and further.

The video stars Keiichi Tsuchiya who showed 
his phenomenonal driving skilles at tackling 

3D Model
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3D Model
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Visualizing the 
Schematics Pt. 2
 
The 3D models were built upon to help finalizing the 
graphics and visual styles of the exhibition space.



3D Model 20



Finishing 
Touches
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Courtyard
The foot traffic of the courtyard will essentially be 
split into three sections that converges at the hallway 
entrance. While the paths are different, they offers the 
same experience to the visitors, letting the visitors 
carves the own paths through the sculptural LED panels.

Hallway 
Entrance

LED Panels

LED Panels

LED Panels

Floor Plan 22



Hallway and Gallery
The hallway of the exhibition will serves as an area that 
introduces Keiichi Tsuchiya and showcases glimpses of 
his infamous vehicle.

The gallery room will showcase Keiichi Tsuchiya’s AE86 
and will feature interactive projection while also providing 
information about the car and its influences.

Hallway 
Entrance

Bench Toge Display Quote DisplayTsuchiya  Display

Gallery Room

Vehicle Display

Parts Display

Manga DisplayVhs DisplayPluspy Display

Floor Plan 23



Court Yard Panels

1:50 Scale

162"

Elevation

96"

144"

48"
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1:50 Scale

Front Entrance and Wall

162"

Room Entrance 

118.5"

144"

299"

144"

Start 
Your 
Engine 48"

Elevation 25



“Pluspy”
Pluspy is a series of low budget 1987 films that 

many credit with launching the popular drifting 

scene in Japan, from there it caught on in the 

USA and further.

The video stars Keiichi Tsuchiya who showed 

his phenomenonal driving skilles at tackling 

the mountain pass with his Toyota AE86.

Usui Touge 

Gunma Prefecture

Japan

Nagano Prefecture

The 
King’s 
Home 
Course

810"

95"

972"

95"

44"

44"

The Usui Pass is the home course of drift racer 

Keiichi Tsuchiya. This pass is featured in 

Tsuchiya’s film “Pluspy” that shook the 

underground racing scene. 

This particular pass is where Tsuchiya praticed 

and honed his racing skills before his debut as a 

professional rally racer.

Total distance: 7500M

Home course of the Drift King

The Usui pass (碓氷峠, Usui-tōge) is a mountain 

pass that lies between Nagano and Gunma 

prefecture in Japan. It has served as one of 

the major transportation routes in central 

Japan since at least the eighth century.

These two vhs cassettes of about 20 minutes 

is called the “Pluspy In Car” which features 

Keiichi Tsuchiya. The first film features Tsuchiya 

driving through his home course, the Usui pass, 

while the second film features him tackling the 

Gotemba pass. 

Released in 1987, these two VHS tapes are rare 

to come by, as there were only two ways to do 

so is to get them from the tuning shop Pluspy of 

Kanagawa or order them via 'Carboy' magazine.

The 
Collection

48"

1:50 ScaleElevation

Hallway A

Hallway B
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144"

324"

144"

401"

Exit

1:50 Scale

Gallery Wall C

Gallery Wall D

Inside The 
Machine
Tsuchiya’s personal Toyota AE86 is not just any 

car and he has spent more than $40,000 on it, 

perfecting it to his requirements. 

During the years he raced for Toyota, Tsuchiya 

worked side by side with a mechanic from TRD 

(Toyota Racing Development), Tadao Sakurai. 

He was the only one allowed to work on the car 

and tuned it. When Mr. Sakurai died, Tsuchiya 

chose TEC-ART’S as his new mechanics48"

Elevation 27



144"

144"

324"

401"

1:50 Scale

Gallery Wall A

Gallery Wall B

Elevation

Initial D (Japanese: 頭文字イニシャル D) is a Japanese street racing manga 

series written and illustrated by Shuichi Shigeno.. The story focuses on the 

world of illegal Japanese street racing, where all the action is concentrated 

in the mountain passes and rarely in cities or urban areas, and with the 

drifting racing style emphasized in particular.

Keiichi Tsuchiya, while being the main influence for the series, served as 

a technical director for the Initial D manga and anime in their early stages, 

assisting with technical accuracies such as the movement and behaviour 

of the cars, drifting, and explanations on the technical side of racing.

48"

96"
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End 
Product
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A Spark in the Dark
As the visitors enters the courtyard, they will be greeted 
with curved LED panels that shows streaks of red light, 
mimics the darting movements of a drifting car. Some 
introduction texts about the exhibit will also be displayed 
on the other side of the panels. When touched, the panels 
will display streaks that mimics a car’s tire tracks.
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The Exterior
As the visitors makes their ways to the entrance of the 
exhibit, they will be greated with the name of the exhibit. 
The design of the wall and entrance are modeled after 
the movement of a car and the winding road.
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The Interior
The hallway leading to the gallery room will display the 
information about Keiichi Tsuchiya and his home course 
while also showcasing his debut in the film series 
“Pluspy.” The hallway will have light fixtures that wraps 
around the entire section to mimic the movement of the 
car’s tailights along with tire tracks as floor graphics.
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The Original Source
Near the entrance of the gallery room, a display of
the rare VHS “Pluspy” film collection  will be shown.
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The King’s Machine
As the visitors arrive at the gallery room, they will be 
greeted with a display of a replica of Tsuchiya’s AE86. 
The car will be shown on an platform accompanied 
with LED screens showing images of its interiors. 

Along with the car display, the wall on the left will feature 
an interactive projection that allows the visitors to look at 
the inner workings of the AE86.
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The right wall will feature a panel that showcase 
Tsuchiya’s influence on popular culture, specifically 
a popular Japanese manga called Initial D. 
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The Source of Inspiration
The right wall of the gallery space will show the 
Japanese manga and show that took direct 
inspirations from Keiichi Tsuchiya and his AE86.





Conclusion

A Lasting Legacy
Keiichi Tsuchiya’s accomplishments and feats has 
touched many car enthusiasts including myself. While he 
is a role model to many racers and an icon in motorsport. 
To me, he is an innovator who is dedicated to his craft. 
Who now despite of old age, still continue to pursuits his 
passion for racing.

Even though the street racing scene has diminished 
tremendously, Keiichi Tsuchiya will always be regarded 
as the Drift King. 

Thus, as visitors leave the exhibition, I hope that they 
will learn about his impact on today’s car culture and 
hopefully gain a better appreciation of racing.
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Sources

Data
https://tinyurl.com/4xya9uwv
https://tinyurl.com/2p986ts4
https://tinyurl.com/2p8kwbbk
https://tinyurl.com/vj8p2244
https://tinyurl.com/mwa7etcd
https://tinyurl.com/393dcxr4

Images
https://tinyurl.com/mwa7etcd
https://tinyurl.com/ycx6bhv2
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